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An Actrkss' Wardrobe.— The Civil Tribunal 
hns just tried an action brought by a tradesman 
hamed Abel against Mile. Doisnell, a well-ltnown 
actress of the BouffeB-Parisicnnes, to recover the 
Bum of 6,600f. for goods delivered in 1864, in the 
short space of two months. Among the items of 
the account were ! A long velvet jacket, 65i'f.; 
two poult de sole dressfs, one at 800f. and the 
other tOdf.i and ball dresses, 600f. ; a silk dress, 
620f. i a domino, 7aOf., &c. It appeared from the 
statement of counsel that the defendant was a 
minor when the debt was contracted, but that she 
attained her majority in October last, and having 
Refused to pay the plaintiff, the present proceedings 
Vere commenced. The counsel for the defendant 
pleaded' his client's minority at the time of taking 
the goods; also, that they had been in a manner 
forced on her by the plaintiff and his agents at a 
time when her salary was utterly inadequate to 
justify such an expenditure ; and lastly, that the 
prices were extravagant. The Tribunal rejected 
the plea of minority, but decided that some of 
the prices were exorbitant, and accordingly re- 
duced the plaintiff s demand to 4,200f., for which 
sUm it gave judgment with costs. 



FOREIGN ART ITEMS. 



The Patai. Explosion at Mr. Gambakt's.— 
'The calamity which has occurred nt the private 
bouse of Mr. Gambart, the celebrated^ picture 
dealer of Pall Mall, was yesterday the subject of 
Rn inquiry, consequent on the death of Eliza 
Theatall. 

The residence is a semi-detached house; con- 
taining some tvfenty apartments. In the pic- 
ture gallery, at the time of the accident, were 
Mr. Prith's original " Derby Day," Rosa Bon- 
lieur's "Horse Fair," and. Mr. Stanfiold's last 
production, "Bass Rock," besides others of great 
merit. The inmates retired to rest rather late 
on Tuesday night, and at that time there was 
no perceptible smell of gas, yet it had not been 
turned off at the main. 

I In the morning, the servant, in coming down 
stairs, noticed that the house was so full of gas 
as to affect her breathing, and, on letting the 
charwoman in, she left the kitchen door open, 
which is on the basement, to clear the gas off. 
Boon afterwards the footman come down, and he 
at once lighted a gas-burner in the pantry. The 
explosion that followed was tremendous, hurling 
destruction almost to the whole suite of rooms in 
the back part of the mansion, while the neigh- 
borhood shook as if from the shock of an earth- 
quake. The inhabitants around at once sent 
assisiance to the spot. The poor charwoman 
and Mrs. Gambart's servant were both dis- 
covered lying insensible, with their clothes 
on fire, and the former has since died. Mrs. 
Gambart was thrown out of her bed on to tho 
floor by the force of the explosion, as were also 
three ladies who slept in the other apartments, 
and Mr. Gambart was standing at the front 
door. Nojie of them sustained any injury. The 
effects of tue explosion, as seen in the shattered 
apartments, are most extraordinary ; nearly the 
whole of the costly furniture, ornaments, and 
miiTors that adorned the principal rooms were 
emashed to pieces, and the walls of the house 
split in several places from the basement.to the 
roof. The explosion put a number of valuable 
pictures into great peril, without, however, do- 
ing that serious damage which the newspaper 
reports might suggest. With the exception of 
M. Tadema s " Egyptian Revel," no work is ab- 
solutely destroyed. Mile. Rosa Bonhcur and 
Mr. Stanfield had strange escapes. The " Bass 
Rock" was torn from iis frame and blown into 
Mr. Justice Lush's garden. Mr. Prith's replica 
of " The Derby Day" is uninjured ; and Herr 



Schreyer's " Russian Traveling " will bo easily 
repaired. Mr. Holman Hunt's " Saviour in the 
Temple " wa^ on its way to the house when the 
explosion took place, and consequently escapes 
the wreck. The loss of Bohemian glass and 
Diesden china is considerable ; and we are sorry 
to hear that the unrivalled collection ot Uelt 
ware is all but totally destroyed.— ;S(4«da.3/ Ga- 
zette: 

An auction sale of modern pictures, at the 
Gallery of Christie, the great London art auc- 
tioneer, took place on May 29. They realized 
the large amount of £38,285. We note' some of 
the prices : " Rembrandt Painting his Mother s 
Portrait," by Robert Fleiiry, 1,250 guineas; 
"View at Vetnor "—with children— by W. Col- 
lins, 950 guineas; "The Cherry Seller," by 'T. 
Webster, 840 guineas ; " On the Zuyder Zee 
and "Dordrecht," bv C. Stanfield, 900 and 810 
guineas ; " The Skittle Players," by Colhns, 1,195 
u-uiueas- "The Hay Wain," by Constable, 1,300 
luinens ; "The Seventh Plague of Egypt," by 'Tur- 
ner, 1;010 guineas; •' Labourages Nivernais, by 
Rosa Bonhuur, 2)000 guineas ; " T»ming of the 
Shrew," by Edwin Landseer, 1,430 guineas ; " A 
Sultry Evening," by Sir A.. W. Culcott, 666 
guiiiea,s ; " To Arms, to Arms, ye Brave," by W. 
Etty, 560 guineas ; " The Village Ft^stival," by 
F. Goodali, 495 guineas ; " A Coast Scene," by 
Calcott, 840 guineas ; " Collecting Alms in a 
Scotch Church," by J. Phillip, 060 guineas ; 
" View of the Acropolis," by W. MiiUer, 555 
guineas. _ 

Reform: in thb Royal Academy. — At 
length the Royal Academicians have put them- 
selves on the true ground. Closing a correspon-l- 
enoe of some length with the Government, they 
have submitted to Mr. Covvper, as First Com- 
missioner of Works, the following programme 
of reform: 1, That it is not needful to extend 
the number of Academicians beyond the present 
forty-two ; 2, 'That the number of Associates be 
indefinite, but that there shall always be a min- 
imum of twenty to bo filled up ; 3, That the 
Associates shall in future vote at all elections of 
their own body and of the R. A.'s ; 4, Inscription 
of candidates' names shall not be required ; the 
nomination of Academicians or As-sociates^hall be 
sufficient; 5, Academician-Engravers to be enti- 
tled to full honors, and not to form a separate class, 
as now ; 6, A class of honorary foreign members 
• • ' - ' -' ' •'•■' '' for 
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shall be instituted, to be at present delayed 
want of space ; 7, That it is not desirable artL., 
shall cease to belong to other artistic bodie be- 
fore they can be admitted to the Royal Acad- 
emy, or that they should be restricted to the 
exhibition of the Academy ; 8, Limits us to age 
of admission to all honors to be done away vvith ; 
9, Academicians to be elected from the class of 
Associate, on the ground of merit alone, wholly 
irrespective of any consideration arising from 
the length of time during which they have been 
on the inferior list; 10 and 11, the institution of 
a laboratory for chemical research, and the open- 
ing of the' Schools throughout the year,, are 
questions dependent upon space, acceptable to 
the Academicians, but not practicable at pres- 
ent. In these propositions we see a wise and 
sincere desire to meet all the reasonable de- 
mands of the public. 

The vacancies caused in thelistof Royal Acad- 
emicians by the death of Sir Charles Easthike 
and Mr. John Gibson will not be filled up until 
the next meeting of the body. Mr. Charles 
West Cope, R. A., has been elected Professor of 
Painting, and Mr. Georga Gilbert Scott, R. A., 
Professor of Architecture. 

Mr. Wells, Mr. E. Nicol, Mr. W. P. Yeames, 
Mr. Pettie (painters), Mr. Durham (sculptor), and 
Mr. G. Street (architect), were on 'Tuesday even- 
ing elected Associates. 

The will of Sir Charles Lock Eastlake, Kt , P. 
R.S., DlC.L., of 7, Pitzroy Square, President of 



the Royal Academy, -was proved in London, on 
the 10th inst., by his relict, Lady Eastlake, thei 
sole executrix. The trustees are Mr. John Mur- 
ray, of Albemarie Street, and Mr. Austin Henry 
Layard, of 130, Picadilly. The personal prop- 
erty was sworn under £40,000. Sir Charles 
died on December 24, 1865, at Pisa, in Italy, at 
the ago of 75, having executed his will only two 
days previous thereto, which is attested by 
Henry Greene, British Chaplain at Pisa, and B. 
Elliott, P.R.S. Sir Charles has left to each of 
his trustees a legacy of £50 free Qt.duty ; to his 
male attendant £300, and to his cook £100, 
free of duty ; to Lady Eastlake an immediate 
legacy of £300, and his residence, with his 
pictures, drawings, engravings, works of art, 
books, chattels, and all other household effects 
whatsoever. The residue of his personal prop- 
erty he divides into two equal parts, leaving one 
moiety to Lady Eastlake absolutely, and be- 
queaths to her ladyship a life interest in the 
other moiety, which at her decease is to be 
equally divided amongst his three nephews,- Mr. 
William Eastlake, Mr. Charles Lock Eastlake, 
and Mr. Henry Edward Eastlake. 

During the year which ended with the 81st of 
March, the 'expenses of the British Museum 
amounted to £101.808, and it is estimated that for 
the present year £102,744 will be required. Dur- 
ing the year 1865, 866,967 persons visited the Mu- 
seum. This does not include 100,271 persons who 
went to read and to consult books. As may be 
coiij'-ctuTed from the amount of money spent, 
there have been many valuable additions made to 
the collections. Among the acquisitions of the 
year have been 1,177 documents, and 180 original 
maps, gained by the; department of manuscripts. 
The departments of oriental, British, and medisaval 
antiquities have nlso been greatly enriched. Per- 
haps the most notable aiidition to the treasures of 
this Museum — the richest, we suppose, in the 

world is the celebrated collection of coins and 

meials belonging to, the Bank of England. This 
collection, numbering, wi'h that made by Messrs. 
Hogarth and Cuff, about 7,700 specimens, has beeu 
deposited in the British Museum by the authorities 
of the Bank. 

Perhaps one of the most interesting collections 
of pictures ever made, is tnat of persons connect- 
ed witli the public history of England, which has 
been open to the pubhc since the 16th of April, in 
the building at Bromptoii, erected for the Great 
Exhibition of 1862. Many of the I'ecent numbers 
of theiEnglish Reviews and Magazines and weekly 
journals have contained interesting articles describ- 
ing this collection, which must be, in itself, worthy 
of a voyage across the water. An article in The 
CornliiU for June on the subject is very interest ng, 
and The Atliendeum has also done the collection 
justice in one or two articles equally vnluable to the 
lover of Art, and to tiie lover of history. The ttrst 
suggestion of the Gallery was made by the Earl of 
Derby, and we are agui.i calle i upon, as in the in- 
stance of the magnificent Picture Gallery of the 
Exhibition of 1862, and the marvelous Loan Court, 
at Kensington, in the same year, to admire the gHi- 
erosity of the English nobility atid men of wealth, 
who histen to send their priceless treasures of Art 
to these Galleries, and make the public sharer for 
a time in the enjoyment of these possessions, wnich, 
in many cases, are as beautiful as they are pre- 
cious. 

The Portrait Gallery incluiles pictures froiii the 
earicst period down to the tiine of James II.; and 
it is proposed, next year, to con iuue the. series 
frotn 1689, the year alter Jmnes's expulsion froin 
the throne, to a period near our ;oWh day. Thei^e 
are over a thousati't pictures on these walls, and 
the collection has proved tlius fur, especially in tho 
times of the Tudors. almost as interesting on the 
side of Art as that of History. For the most part, 
ihe finest of these -H-orks are by foreign painters <)f 
celebrity who visited or resided in England — Hol- 
bein, Sir Antony More, Jansen and Van Dyok. Tho 
portrwts of Elizabeth are very interesting, ranging, 
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as they do, through nearly her whole life, from the 
age of 16 to her death. . Those of Mary Stuart are 
also nnmerous, but, according to the writer in The 
Ooitihill, "tliey are neither like each other, nor like 
anything that the sixtieenth century writers tell us 
about her." We were very ni\ich struck with this 
difference between her portraits years ago, on a 
▼isit to the late Mr. Allen, the well-known print- 
collector of this city. One of whose hobbies was to 
make a scrap-book containing every known en- 
graved portrait of Mary Stuart. When they were 
thus all brought together, their unlikeness to each 
other was conspicuous, and often remarked. We 
supposed much of this was owing to the engravers, 
but it seems the same criticism is made upon the 
paintings,, many of them, no doubt, the originals of 
engravings in Mr. Allen's scrap-book. 
. We learn that Mr. W. W. Story has finished the 
clay model for his statue of Edward Everett, and 
that if the war in Europe does not prevent, it will 
be finished in May. It is to be cast in bronze at 
Uiiuich. We are sorry for this, for we have no 
doubt that it might have been cast as well in this 
country. Thv committee, having sufficient money 
in handj have commissioned Mr. Thomas Ball, who 
is now in Italy, to make a marble bust of Mr. 
Everett for the Boston Public Library. 

: 1 > * » » ■ 

MUSICAL GOSSIP. 



The London Times of June 20th says, " Mr. 
Sanderson had the honor of playing on the 
^iano-forte betore the Prince and Princess of 
Wales, at Marlborough HouSe, yesterday afler- 
noon'.'.' This notice undoubtedly refers to Harry 
Sanderson who some weeks sinco left New York 
for a concert tour in Europe. His predecessor, 
in that high favor— playing before England's fu- 
ture King and Queen — Master Papo", announces 
in London journals that he soon leaves that 
city for a grand tour iu France and Spain for 
piano-forte exploitation. 

Teresa Carreno, another wonder pianist from 
America, does not seem to have progressed far- 
ther than Paris in her European concert tour. 

Mile. Sallard, formerly at L'Opera Comique, 
but now at Lyon's grand theatre, made k debut 
at le Lyrique, F'aris, in Rigoletto, just before its 
season closed. Le Menestrel calls her a charm- 
ing artist. 

Ristori gives two farewell peirformances, Me- 
dea and Marie Stualrda, at Le Lyrique, before 
embarking for New York. 

Preciosa is said to have bee'n well given at Vi. 
enna for charity's sate. Both the Italian and 
German operas closed there at one time. 
. Austria's Emperor gave 200 florins toward 
Mozart's proposed monument there. 

Teresa Carreno impressed Rossini so favorably 
with her pianism while at Paris that he gave 
her a strong letter of recommendation to friends 
in London to usher in her concert performance 
there. 

. Adelina Patti got off in Qye's monster concert 
— without orchestra— at Covent Garden Theatre, 
another ^new composition, a song with poetry 
froiiij Byron, "TheJ^iss, dear Maid," ijvhich ex- 
citeS a most euthusikstie encore. That concert 
and Signer Arditi's, in Mapleson's Opera House, 
lasted five hours in a very hot day. j • 

Cliorley declares Lucca's singing not so good 
as last year, but her action is now morSv cpn- 
foruiable to good taste. He thinks De ikursfei's 
defects in vocalization incurable, and that her 
voice must soon give out under her fantastic vo- 
cal tricks and pyrotechnic displays. 

At Berlin's royal opera they had recently two 
new artists in "Der Freischutz "— MUe. Dillner 



from Vienna, and MUe. Borner, from whence is 
not stated. 

Wachtel attracted to Dresden's Royal Court 
Theatre, before Prusssa captured it, crowds of 
the beau Monde. 

The beautiful Mile. Hebbe, who has acquired 
celebrity in Germany, in Wagner's " Lohen- 
grin," has been engaged by Carvalho to perform 
it at Le Lyrique. 

Hebonx has engaged for his grand concerts ttt 
Baden, F. Dulcken, pianist, and Mile. Muniet, 
violinist, regardless of war's very loud alarms in 
that vicinity. , . 

The Brothers Muller commenced a concert se- 
ries at Weisbaden just before Prussia occupied 
that place. MUe. Lichtmay had great success 
there at the Ducal Theatre, and Theo. Formes 
arrived, there in season to be conscripted for the 
war. 

Fifteen thousand francs had been raised at 
Horaburg for two concerts from Adelina Patti. 

Mme. La Qrua did not, it now appejirs, break 
her leg; but sprained her foot, and went to Paris 
for its cure. 

Vei-di recently gave a superl) war horse to 
Italia Una, being too infirm for warlike opera- 
tions himself. 

Bonnehec, the baritone of L'Academie, has 
returned to Paris after winning fame and wealth 
at Madrid's grand opera. 

A grand musical fHe was given in Paris' Pre 
Catelan to aid the Association of civil and mili- 
tary musicians. Marshal Cahrobet lent all his 
influence and militaTy control to further that 
benevolent 'purpose. Many bauds performed 
there. 

The Erfect Musical Union closed its season 
with a brilliant performance, of Handel's' 
" Joshua," having a good chorus, well trained 
by Herr Ketschau. 

Mme. Felchow, formerly MUe. Anschutz, gave 
Aesha's part, after brief study as MUe. Von 
Milde was too ill for its performance. 

The London Musical World hopes that Prus- 
sia will keep Hanover and so allow England to 
hear Joachim again, his keeper, fianover's king, 
not being able to retain him longer if Prussia 
takes all the revenues. ' 

Pompeii's theatre has been re-opened with op- 
eratic performance. In his announcement the 
manager said, " The Theatre in Pompeii will be 
re-opened, &c., the last piece produced having 
been Seneca's tragedy of the " Troas," under the 
management of Sig. Quintus Marcius, since 
which there has been a recess of 1900 years. I 
consequently beg the publie to extend to me the 
patronage granted to my predecessor, for I shall 
do all in my power to render laj repertory a 
worthy continuation of his." 

Pescia recently celebrated a festival of the 
Holy Cross for three days, and specially engaged 
Mabellini, Albini, and Deferrari to write masses 
and motets for that grand Occasion. 

Their commission was executed in a queer 
way, the sacred music thus furnished being a 
mere compilation of motives from operas, worked 
up for trumpets and, trombones in full blast. 
Pescia was, .however, enchanted with that mu- 
sic, and doubted which composer to honor most 
extravagantly. 

Mery, a celebrated poet; historian, romance 
writer, journalist, dramatist, and librettist, died 
recently at Paris, just after finishing in collabo- 
ration with Diilocle the book for '[ Don Carlos," 



Verdi's opera commanded for Louis.Napoleon'8 
new Acadeniie. Verdi had not quite completed 
its score when Mery died, but still worked hard 
to put its score in hand, Mery's funeral is said 
to have been a grand affair, terminating with 
x)rnate eulogies over his grave by Maquet, Paul 
Feval, and Baron Taylor. " L'Africiaine " ia 
said to have been very popular in Madrid, whUe 
Mme. Rey-Balla performed Selika's part. On he* 
farewell night, she appeared in second act of 
" Macbetto," the jewel scene from " Faust," the 
duet of fourth and finale of " L'Africaine." Bo- 
quets, verses, and presents almost overwhelmed 
her then, so that she was compelled to promise a 
speedy return. 

Mme. Ceillag revived " Un BaUo in Maschera" 
there, liking Amelia's role very much, but Azula 
massacred Ricardo's music, and she accordingly 
was baulked of an expected triumph. Seiior 
Caballero is expected to resign the management 
of that opera ere long. 

Italian Opera by a company from Trieste, is 
reported as flourishing in Calcutta's town hall, 
although excessive heat and one guinea charge 
for admission might have been obstacles to full 
attendance. Calcutta is, however, rarely favored 
with' full blown opera, and so its dillettinti disre- 
gard inconveniences to realize a luxury. 

The London Musical World gives a different 
version of Mile. Orgeni's sudden departure from 
Qye's Opera House. She is there stated to have 
left England because her term of engagement 
with him expired just previous to her day of de- 
parture. Tha.t journal also informs the, public 
that Mme. Wippern has returned to Berlin, 
having concluded her engagement with Maple- 
son. Those managers made no reservation in 
preannouncements in regard to engagemeiits of 
either, but induced a general expectation that 
engagement really meant London's very brief 
season. 

At the 8th and last Philharmonic concert, 
London, Tietjens and Qunz sang. JaeU played 
Schumann's concerto in A minor, and that cele- 
brated orchestra played Mozart's Symphony in 
0, Beethoven's "Eroica," Bennett's" Wood 
Nymph " overture, and Weber's so-called " Ju- 
bilee "overture. 

At Sydenham Palace, Reeves and Parepa each 
sang three songs, her selection being, "I dream't 
that I dwelt,". " Gallant so gay," and " The Sol- 
dier tired," with W. Harper's ti-umpet obligate. 
Miss Edmonds had but two songs on that occa- 
sion, because less celebrated. 

Master Coker, after singing in Dublin, re- 
turned to Loudon, and there was specially ad- 
vertised to sing Truffi's pet song, "Non fu- 
sogno," at Benedict's monster concert in St. 
James' Hall. 

AdelinaPattihas, it would seem, found time 
for composition, as she is thrice advertised by 
Davidson & Co. as the author of a new waltz 
called " Fleur du Printemps," which is sold at 
four shillings, with a portrait of Louis Napo- 
leon's son, to whom it was dedicated by the fair 
Adelina. Davidson & Co. would probably have 
sold more copies of that, no doubt, very deliri- 
ous waltz, if Adelina's counterfeit presentment 
had illuminated her score with those " brightest 
eyes." 

MUe. Sedlatzek's maitinee at Collard's saloon, - 
is said to have been unique for this London sea- 
son in the exact balance of vocal and instru- 
mental music there performed. 



